8/19/2014 YA Saves Summer: If I Stay Brings Feeling Back to the Multiplex | OC Weekly

OC Weekly More From Voice Nation g i Sign In

ADMISSION & SHOW HOI.IH.S

U mVEERNLY €¥ HOME GARDEN SHOW L7 - LR

. S[ELLMTRRS AUGUST 22- 24, 2014 ! o teila Averue HALLD -
MOV|eS ANAHEIM CONVENTION CENTER 2" __PREGENTED BY STELLAR EXPOB
545-361-5142 - T14-622-00H - www.stellnrexpos.oom

NEWS CALENDAR MUSIC RESTAURANTS ARTS [GIUN VIDEO BESTOF PROMO CLASSIFIEDS MMJ ==

OC MOVIES | FILM BLOG | FILM FESTIVALS | MOVIE TRAILERS | 2013 FILM POLL | PODCAST | FILM NEWSLETTER | SHOWTIMES | GET MOBILE | FREE STUFF | DATING

The Purge: Anna Kendrick ' Richard Linklater
Anarchy Sets Up Had Her Heart Explains His
TOP Frank Grillo to Broken by a Hot Secret Movie
F| LM Finally Be... Dog Boyhood

STORIES

YA Saves Summer: If I Stay Brings
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Should grown-ups be spending their time reading young-adult novels, at the risk of missing the - _ -
supposed riches of fiction written for actual grown-ups? A recent essay in Slate groused about the

legions of adults who long ago graduated from the 12th grade but still devour YA fiction at the
. . . . . Rotten H
expense of everything else. Now that so many YA novels are being turned into movies—this eMatoes’ Box 0 | | ice Re po rt

summer alone has brought us adaptations of John Green’s blockbuster The Fault in Our Stars and

@ . .
Lois Lowry’s much-loved 1993 The Giver—maybe we should be asking similar questions about #8 20% Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, $28.4 mi
. . . #& 92% Guardians of the Galaxy, $24.7 mil

film. Should real grown-ups be shelling out for, say, Expendables 3, or is it okay if they’re more .

. . #2 12% Let's Be Cops, $17.7 mil
attracted to If I Stay, R.J. Cutler’s movie version of Gayle Foreman’s 2009 novel about teenage #8 35% The Expendables 3, $16.2 mil
tragedy, teenage love and, well, more teenage tragedy? #2 31% The Giver, $12.8 mil

#2 21% Into the Storm, $7.7 mil

There’s no universal answer to that question, but it does point toward one of the more vexing @ 66% The Hundred-Foot Journey, $7.1 mil
problems of moviegoing culture as it’s reflected in the multiplex: Given the dearth of dramas about Lucy, $5.3 mil

real-life grown-up problems, especially in summertime, movies adapted from young-adult novels Step Up All In, $2.7 mil

are about the best we can hope for. Even when they’re not great, they fill a need, for teenagers and Hercules, $2.1 mil

grown-ups alike. If you're in the mood for a story about humans who are a little less expendable,

you could do worse than spend an air-conditioned afternoon watching If I Stay.
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Chloé Grace Moretz plays Mia, a teenage rebel, though not the sort you'd expect: Her parents

(Mireille Enos and Joshua Leonard) are former rock 'n’ rollers who gave up the world of ear-

! I

splitting volume and cheap draft beer to raise their two kids—Mia’s little brother is played by Jakob
Davies—quietly and responsibly in a town not far from Portland. Mia loves music, too, but she’s
much more straitlaced than her parents: She’s a disciplined cellist with dreams of attending

Juilliard. The cutest and coolest guy in her school, an aspiring rock guitarist named Adam (Jamie

Blackley), spies her practicing alone in a classroom one day, and zing go the strings of his heart.

H Facebook social plugin

He asks her out to a classical concert, even though he’s more of a Vampire Weekend guy. They

begin dating, and Mia even takes tentative steps toward liking his band, which, thanks to Adam’s

considerable charms as a frontman, is edging closer and closer to a record deal (or what passes for A / -
Y ‘ -
one these days). O M OIC—

But petty resentments can creep in, even when m N A I I O N
YRAILER you're living the teenage dream. Plus, tragedy

strikes, and it does so pretty early on: Mia and

Join My Voice Nation for free stuff, film info & more!

her family suffer a serious car accident, one that
puts Mia in a coma. While flesh-and-blood Mia
lies in a hospital bed, right at the crossroads of

life and death, out-of-body Mia drifts around

Rocky Horror Picture Show @

listlessly, reflecti h tpastand : ;
istlessly, reflecting on her recent past an e Bk B

asking herself the same question the Clash once

posited: Should I stay or should I go?

It’s the ultimate teenage fantasy, an extension of
the “You’d be sorry if I died!” retort so beloved by

melodramatic 15-year-olds everywhere. Imagine 20 Neo-Noir Films You Have to

lying in a coma and having your on-again, off- See
again boyfriend tearfully creep to your bedside
and say amazing things about how much he

cares for you. He even writes a song just for you 15 Documentaries That Help
You Understand the World

Right Now

—something he’d never before done—and he sits

Doane Gregory

by your bed and plays it for you on his guitar. It’s

Details kind of a crap song, but still!
If I Stay was directed by R.J. Cutler; written by More Slideshows >>
Pormans and stars Choé Grace Morets Jamie Theres something morbidly gratifying about the
IE?:E?Y’ Mireille Enos, Joshua Leonard and Stacy supercalifragilistically supernatural elements of
If I Stay, even if the movie isn’t ultimately as F nl nAY "I ﬂ “T F I [w“ nKs

M Follow @VoiceFilmClub effective as it could be. The last third drags, as MUSIC MIX FROM DJ MANNY LEHMAN
Subscribe to the Voice Film Club podcast the list of tragic reasons for Mia to step toward PRESENTED BY
Like this Story? that beckoning white light just grows and grows.

Sign up for the OC Weekly Screeners: Screening But Cutler—who made the superb 2009 Vogue

previews, news, reviews and features on everything

! magazine documentary, The September Issue,
from the silver screen.

which turned stylist supreme Grace Coddington

into a sort-of household name—is hardly a Au E HST 22 |

bumbler, and he approaches all these teenage

enter email

[oopsers.com/prOMOTIONS |

hyperfeelings with respect and sensitivity. It doesn’t hurt that he has Moretz in his corner. At a
certain point, IfI Stay takes a maudlin turn and just keeps going. Somehow, though, Moretz is

strong enough to carry it. She makes out-of-body Mia’s excessive soul-searching seem wholly

believable: There’s a vulnerable softness to her eyes that suggests she really is thinking and feeling
all the time, suspended in that gel of emotional turmoil we remember as teenagerhood. She’s best,
though, in a scene in which Mia describes to her best friend (Liana Liberato) how she feels when
she’s watching her boyfriend onstage, playing a type of music she doesn’t even particularly like.
“When he’s up there,” she says, “I just wanna lick the side of his face.” Her lip curls into the

faintest Joan Jett sneer—and you're never too old to understand what that’s about.
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